Millennium Challenge Corporation CEO Meets President Kerekou

Millennium Challenge Corporation CEO Ambassador John Danilovich visited Benin January 28-31.  During a meeting with President Kerekou January 31, Ambassador Danilovich announced that Benin had qualified for a five-year Millennium Challenge Account grant of $307 million to promote economic development and combat poverty.  During a press conference at the American Cultural Center, Ambassador Danilovich made it clear that Benin's participation in the program was contingent upon its holding free and fair elections on schedule and according to the constitution.
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MCC CEO Ambassador John Danilovich meets President Kerekou
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President Kerekou bids farewell to Ambassadors Danilovich and Neill

USAID-Funded NGO Introduces Abstinence Program

Population Services International held a reception and concert February 2 to kick off its sexual abstinence campaign, funded by USAID.  The program, entitled "Delayed Debut," known in French as  "Plus tard, plus sur (Later is safer)."  The goal of the program is to help prevent unwanted pregnancies and HIV/AIDS.  Through radio, television, posters, and personal outreach, young people will be encouraged to avoid peer pressure to have sex, and to concentrate instead on their studies and work.  The campaign features a blue and white bracelet with the motto "Stay patient and cool," to be purchased and worn by teachers, parents, and youth as a sign of support for the campaign, as well as a specially written rap song and a theater contest.
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Sabine of rap group "H20 Assouka" sings "Refuse!" in a campaign to encourage abstinence.

Art Exhibit Begins Black History Month

The American Cultural Center hosted an exhibit of paintings by Beninese artist Issa Issifou (alias "Chris") and Togolese refugee artist Ametepe Aglamey (alias "Seth") to begin Black History Month.  The paintings, based on daily African life, drew an enthusiastic group of viewers from the foreign diplomatic community, as well as the Beninese business and cultural community.  They will be on display until March 3.  
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PAO John Cushing and Seth.
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Chris explains one of his paintings.

Voice of America Back on the Air in Bohicon

The Public Affairs Officer and Information Assistant Laurent Adjogan traveled to VOA affiliate station Radio Carrefour in Bohicon January 31 to deliver a transponder to replace one damaged in an earlier windstorm.  With the new replacement parts, Radio Carrefour will once again be able to receive by satellite dish and broadcast Voice of America programs for several hours weekly.  Christophe Davakan, Director General of Radio Carrefour, warmly thanked PAO, who was also interviewed on Radio and TV Carrefour.  The VOA will once again be heard in the Abomey Bohicon region, and important population center north of Cotonou.  Radio Carrefour has a broadcast radius of 40 miles, and reaches thousands of listeners.   

